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Two weeks in West Papua
West Papua has been in the news again, for all the wrong but usual 
reasons – more killings of Papuans by Indonesian army and police. 
My heart is aching for I have just returned from spending two weeks 
in Jayapura, the capital city of this province of Indonesia. The main 
reason for my visit was to coincide with the Third Papuan Congress 
planned for 17– 19 October. It was at the conclusion of the Congress, 
after a Declaration of Independence was read out, that the security 
forces violently broke up the large assembly.  Over 300 were forcibly 
detained, many beaten badly with cracked skulls, broken bones, 
bleeding. Over the next few days six bodies have been found with 
bullet wounds.
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The ABC TV program Lateline will hopefully have an 
item on West Papua on Thursday 27th Oct- I have 
been interviewed for this and some of my footage has 
been made available. It usually airs at 10.30pm.

The Papuans are now asking for international 
intervention and a recognition by the UN of their 
declaration and their transitional government. They appeal 
for help and support from churches. 

I've visited a number of churches over the past year to 
talk about justice and West Papua and you may like to 
consider this also - I would be happy to visit with a little 
team of Melbourne based West Papuans.They sing well!

For up-to-date information see the link: 
http://westpapuamedia.info

On the personal...      

My (elusive) art show on women of West Papua is still being 
prepared - see some recent pieces above) - and March next year 
in Box Hill is the latest plan! Stay tuned.

Photos below  1: PM Waromi and President Yaboisembut at 
Congress (two on left). 2: Police cordon ringing the Congress. 3: 
With Mr Waromi, wife and child, and Mr Selfius Bobi

Please contact me for feedback or if you wish to unsubscribe at petersbwoods@gmail.com or 14 Leak St Bittern, Vic 3918.
Ph. 0400589208. If you wish to contribute financially to West Papua in any way please contact me.


